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TO  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HANDSWORTH, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD. 


Mk.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District  for  1896. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  RICHMOND. 


The  Council  House, 


Handsworth, 

February  26th,  1897. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Handsworth , Staffordshire , in  the  year  1 896. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Handsworth  has  an  area  of  8,638  acres  and  occupies  the 
extreme  South  East  comer  of  the  County  of  Stafford,  being 
at  the  County  Boundary  in  close  relation  with  Aston  Manor 
and  Birmingham.  On  the  North  and  West  it  is  bounded  by 
the  sparsely  inhabitated  parts  of  the  Perry  Barr  Urban 
District  and  of  the  West  Bromwich  Borough,  whilst  on  the 
South  it  is  continuous  with  Smethwick  Urban  District.  The 
surface  is  undulating,  and  has  a height  above  the  sea  level 
varying  from  570  to  300  feet.  On  the  North  and  East  the 
natural  drainage  is  towards  the  river  Tame,  and  on  the  South 
and  West  towards  the  Hockley  Brook.  The  sub-soil  is  mainly 
sand  and  gravel,  with  here  and  there  limited  deposits  of  clay. 
The  district  lies  on  the  “ New  Red  Sandstone  ” formation. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. — The  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year 
is  estimated  to  have  been  40,600,  giving  a density  of  popula- 
tion of  11 T persons  per  acre. 


The  rapidity  with  which  the  District  has  grown  is  shown 
by  the  following  figures  : — 

Census  1871  ...  Pop.  14,947  ...  Houses  2,790  ...  Persons  per  house  5*36. 

„ 1881  ...  „ 22,896  ...  „ 4,801  ...  „ „ 4*77. 

„ 1891  ...  „ 32,756  ...  „ 6,771  ...  „ „ 4 837. 

Estimated  1896  ,,  40,600  ...  ,,  8,394  ... 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  each  ward  in  April, 


1896,  was  as  follows  : — 

Birchfield  Ward ..  ...  1,616. 

Heathfield  ,,  1,608. 

Murdock  ,,  ...  ...  1 837. 

Sand  well  ,,  1,579. 

Soho  ,,  ...  ...  1,686. 


From  the  rate  books  kindly  lent  to  me  by  Mr.  Henry 
Price,  I have  ascertained  the  proportion  per  cent,  for  each 
ward  of  the  number  of  houses  assessed  up  to  £8,  from  £8  to 
£16,  and  over  £16  respectively,  to  the  total  number  in  each 
ward,  with  the  results  shown  in  the  foliowing  table  : — 


Up  to  £8. 

Up  to  £16. 

Over  £16. 

Birchfield  Ward 

...  19*3 

...  44*3  ... 

36  4 

Heathfield  ,, 

5*8 

...  46-3  ... 

47  9 

Murdock  ,, 

...  45-8 

...  475  ... 

6*7 

Sandwell  ,, 

...  11-7 

...  58*7  ... 

29*6 

Soho  „ 

...  154 

...  292  ... 

55-4 

Handsworth 

...  20*3 

...  45-1 

34-6 

This  shows  that  in  Murdock  ward  the  dwellings  of  the 
working-class  preponderate. 

There  are  few  manufactures  in  Handsworth.  The 
persons  employed  at  the  largest  factory  (Kynoch’s)  live  mainly 
in  Aston.  In  Murdock  ward  many  of  the  inhabitants  work  in 
Smethwick.  There  is  scarcely  any  communication  between 
Smethwick  and  Handsworth  among  the  population  of  the 
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school-age,  whilst  between  Birmingham  (with  Aston)  and 
Handsworth  the  circulation  of  this  population  is  active  and 
constant.  The  result  is  seen  in  the  agreement  of  the 
notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Handsworth  with  those 
of  Birmingham  and  Aston,  whilst  there  is  no  apparent  relation 
between  Handsworth  and  Smethwick  in  this  respect. 

Births. — One  thousand  and  fifty-three  births  were 
registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  ; of  these  565  were 
males  and  488  females.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of 
population  was  25  9 ; the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  last  year  29*7. 

The  births  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Birchfield  ward 
202,  Heathfield  158,  Murdock  286,  Sandwell  229,  Soho  178. 
As  the  population  of  the  wards  is  merely  conjectural,  it  would 
serve  no  purpose  to  calculate  the  birth  rate  for  each  ward. 
In  Murdock  ward,  however,  the  population  at  the  middle  of 
the  year  must  have  been  near  9,000,  so  that  the  birth  rate  was 
31-8,  as  compared  with  25*9  for  the  whole  district. 

Deaths. — Five  hundred  and  forty-three  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year.  Of  these  516  were  registered  in  the  district, 
16  occurred  in  the  West  Bromwich  Union  Workhouse,  6 in 
the  Infectious  Hospital  at  West  Bromwich,  2 in  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  3 elsewhere.  Three  deaths 
registered  in  the  district  are  excluded  because  the  persons  did 
not  belong  to  the  district.  Coroner’s  inquests  were  held  in  40 
cases,  i.e.j  in  7*6  per  cent,  of  the  519  cases  registered  in  the 
district,  whilst  3 deaths,  0‘76  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  were  not 
certified. 

The  death  rate  was  13  4.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1896  was  17T  ; for  Urban  Districts  the  rate  was 
18*0,  for  Rural  Districts  it  was  15*3. 

In  Table  I.  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate  for  1896  are 
compared  with  those  of  preceding  years. 
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TABLE  I. 


Years. 

Population 

Yearly. 

Births 

Yearly. 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
Yearly. 

Deaths 

Yearly. 

Death-rate 
per  1000 
Yearly. 

5 Years  1871-75 

16735 

557-8 

333 

266-2 

159 

5 Years  1876-80 

20710 

664-4 

3208 

298-8 

14-4 

5 Years  1881-85 

251412 

761-8 

30-2 

351-6 

139 

5 Years  1886-90 

30073 

789 

262 

3674 

12-2 

1891 

33100 

889 

26-8 

449 

13-5 

1892 

34650 

871 

251 

461 

133 

1893 

36500 

904 

24-7 

472 

12-9 

1894 

38000 

947 

24-8 

409 

10-7 

1895 

39500 

970 

24-5 

494 

12  5 

1896 

40600 

1053 

25-9 

543 

13-4 

Ages  at  Death.  Infantile  Mortality. — The  number 
of  deaths  registered  at  ages  under  one  year  was  153,  giving  a 
mortality  per  1000  births  registered  during  the  year,  of  145. 
The  infantile  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1896,  was 
148.  The  corresponding  figures  for  previous  years  are  given 
in  Table  II. 

TABLE  II. 


Years. 

No.  of  Births 
Yearly. 

Number  of 
Deaths  under 
one  year, 
Yearly. 

Deaths 
per  1000 
Births 
Yearly. 

5 Years  1871-75 

557-8 

66  4 

119 

5 Years  1876-80 

664*4 

79-6 

119 

5 Years  1881-85 

768  1 

87-4 

114 

5 Years  1886-90 

789 

100-4 

127 

1891 

889 

102 

114-7 

1892 

871 

114 

131 

1893 

904 

131 

144-9 

1894 

947 

95 

100 

1895 

970 

135 

139 

1896 

1053 

153 

145 
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The  infantile  mortality  again  shows  an  increase,  which  is 
fully  accounted  for  by  the  increased  number  of  deaths  regis- 
tered as  due  to  Diarrhoea,  Premature  Birth,  and  Enteritis,  to 
which  causes  death  was  due  in  26  infants  in  1894,  49  in  1895, 
and  71  in  1896.  (See  Table  VII.) 

The  deaths  when  distributed  among  the  various  wards 
are  as  follows  : — Birchfield,  27  deaths  ; Heathfield,  25  ; 
Murdock,  55  ; Sandwell,  23  ; and  Soho  23.  The  infantile 
death-rates  are  therefore  as  follows: — Birchfield,  134  per  1000 
births  ; Heathfield,  158  ; Murdock,  191  ; Sandwell,  100  ; 
and  Soho,  151. 

Death  Rates  at  Various  Age  Groups. 

The  next  Table  is  constructed  on  the  assumption  that  the 
relative  proportions  of  persons  alive  at  each  group  of  ages 
were  the  same  in  1896  as  in  the  census  year  1891,  and  the 
figures  for  the  three  years  1894-96  are  compared  with  those 
for  England  and  Wales  in  the  decennium  1881-90.  This 
shows  that  the  death  rate  at  each  age-group  was  less  than 
that  of  the  corresponding  age-group  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1881-90,  but  greater  than  the  average  of  the  years  1894-5, 
except  at  the  age-groups  25-35,  45-55,  and  55-65  years. 

TABLE  III. 


Age  Groups. 

Years 

Years 

0-5 

Y ears 
5-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55-65 

Years 

65-75 

Years 

75  and 
above 

1894 

No.  of  Deaths 

135 

15 

21 

21 

22 

45 

43 

50 

44 

1895 

»>  >> 

187 

14 

19 

24 

20 

46 

59 

69 

56 

1896 

**  >> 

220 

28 

23 

20 

43 

34 

49 

71 

55 

1894 

Death-Rate 

321 

1*8 

2*5 

3 4 

5 0 

14  0 

24-8 

41-7 

1193 

1895 

n » 

43*8 

1*6 

22 

3 7 

4*4 

138 

28-5 

621 

146-9 

1896 

99  >> 

49  0 

3 2 

2*5 

3 0 

9 2 

9 9 

23  1 

62-2 

139-5 

1881- 

90 

England 
and  Wales 

56-8 

4-2 

4-9 

7*5 

11  *4 

17  1 

31*3 

64-6 

153*7 
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At  ages  below  five  there  were  220  deaths,  or  40*5  per  cent, 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  whilst  at  ages  above  65  years 
there  were  126  deaths,  or  21-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
of  deaths. 

To  reduce  the  death  rate  to  that  of  the  “ Standard 
Population”  of  England  and  Wales,  the  crude  rate  of  13  4 
must  be  multiplied  by  the  factor  1-1 1405,  which  I have 
calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  census  at  Handsworth,  1891, 
and  the  death  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  separate 
sexes  at  the  various  age-groups  in  the  years  1881-90.  If 
Handsworth  had  the  same  age  and  sex  constitution  as 
England  and  Wales,  the  death  rate  in  1896  would  therefore 
be  15  3 as  against  14*2  in  1895. 

THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  7 principal  Zymotic  diseases 
caused  81  deaths,  giving  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  2*0.  The 
Zymotic  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1896  was  2*18. 
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The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  deaths  from 
each  of  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases  with  the  dates  of 
previous  years  : — 

TABLE  IV. 


Diseases. 

5 Years 
1871-5 

5 Years 
1876-80 

ft  Years 
1881-5 

5 Years 
1886-90 

1891 

1892 

1893 

.1894 

1895 

1896 

Population 

16735 

20710 

25148 

30073 

33100 

34650 

36500 

38000 

39500 

40600 

| Smallpox  

5 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Scarlatina 

9 

12 

8*2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

3 

8 

8 

Measles 

1 

2-4 

6-2 

5 6 

4 

1 

0 

9 

17 

5 

Typhoid  Fever 

7-6 

4-6 

2*8 

38 

3 

0 

2 

2 

8 

3 

Diphtheria  

38 

3 

2-6 

4*6 

3 

5 

2 

3 

5 

24 

Whooping  Cough  . 

38 

5*6 

8*2 

10*2 

9 

7 

14 

8 

9 

14 

Diarrhoea 

104 

128 

13  0 

13  4 

9 

15 

27 

4 

15 

27 

Totals 

40  6 

41-4 

44 

40-6 

28 

32 

48 

31 

62 

81 

Mortality  per  1000  ... 

2 4 

1*9 

1*7 

1-35 

0*84 

0-9 

1*3 

0*8 

1 56 

2*0 

Per  cent,  of  total 

deaths 

1 

152 

13*8 

12*5 

11*07 

6*2 

6*9 

10*4 

7*6 

8*7 

14*9 

In  the  following  table  the  death  rate  of  each  of  the  above 
Zymotic  diseases  is  compared  with  those  of  former  years. 


TABLE  V. 


Diseases. 

5 Years 
1871-75 

5 Years 
1876-80 

5 Years 
1881  5 

^5  Years 
1886-90 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox.. 

*29 

-00 

11 

•00 

•00 

•00 

02 

•05 

•00 

•00 

Scarlatina 

*53 

•57 

•33 

•09 

•03 

•11 

05 

•07 

•20 

•19 

Measles  ... 

•06 

11 

•24 

•18 

•12 

■02 

00 

•23 

•43 

12 

Typhoid  Fever 

•45  ! 

•22 

11 

•12 

09 

■00 

05 

•05 

•20 

•07 

Diphtheria 

•22 

14 

10 

•15 

09 

•14 

05 

•07 

•12 

•59 

Whooping  Cough 

•22 

•27 

•32 

.33 

•27 

•20 

•28 

•20 

•23 

34 

i Diarrlnea 

62 

•66 

•51 

•44 

•24 

•40 

•73 

•10 

•37 

1 

•66 
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Again  Smallpox  does  not  appear  as  a cause  of  death. 

Scarlatina  caused  the  same  number  of  deaths  as  last 
year.  Five  of  the  8 deaths  occurred  at  the  Infectious 
Hospital. 

Measles  caused  8 deaths.  With  regard  to  this  disease 
it  should  be  always  borne  in  mind  that  in  young  children 
it  is  a dangerous  infectious  disease,  and  all  cases  of  measles 
should  be  isolated  and  nursed  as  carefully  as  any  other 
dangerous  infectious  disease.  The  same  remarks  apply 
equally  well  to  Whooping  Cough,  which  caused  14  deaths 
as  compared  with  9 last  year. 

Typhoid  Fever  caused  3 deaths  this  year. 

Diphtheria  caused  no  less  than  24  deaths.  The  subject 
will  be  discussed  later  on.  There  was  one  death,  in  addition, 
caused  by  Membranous  Croup,  which  is  really  Diphtheria 
of  the  Larynx. 

Diarrhoea  caused  27  deaths,  23  in  infants  under  one 
year  old  and  two  in  children  from  one  to  live  years  old.  To 
these  should  be  added  the  22  deaths  from  Enteritis,  19 
occurring  in  infants  under  one  year  old.  Of  these  deaths,  4 
were  in  June,  12  in  July,  and  19  in  August.  Of  the  42  fatal 
cases  of  diarrhoeal  disease  in  infants,  13,  or  nearly  one  third 
were  in  Murdock  Ward.  In  29  cases  where  children  under 
one  year  died  of  diarrhoeal  diseases  in  July  and  August  it  was 
found  that  only  one  was  breast-fed,  the  remainder  having 
been  fed  by  means  of  a bottle.  The  lessons  which  are  to  be 
learnt  from  this  disastrous  experience  are,  (1)  that  infants 
should  be  fed  at  the  breast  if  possible  ; (2)  that  where  cow’s 
milk  is  used  as  a substitute  for  mother’s  milk,  the  most  rigid 
precautions  should  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the  milk,  assumed 
to  be  delivered  in  a pure  condition,  does  not  become 
poisonous.  This  should  always  be  attempted,  more  especially 
in  hot  weather,  by  bringing  the  milk  to  boiling  point  and  then 
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allowing  it  to  cool,  protected  from  dust,  in  a clean  place. 
Every  vessel  used  in  connection  with  the  milk,  especially  the 
feeding  bottles,  should  be  kept  scrupulously  clean. 

Tubercular  Diseases.  Fifty-two  deaths  were  registered 
from  this  class  of  diseases,  as  compared  with  42  in  each  of 
the  preceding  two  years. 

Cancer.  Twenty-six  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer  and 
malignant  diseases  of  various  organs.  The  death  rate  is  0’6, 
i.c.  the  average  of  the  preceding  live  years. 

Injuries.  Twenty-one  deaths  were  due  to  Violence. 
The  death  rate  was  0'-5  as  compared  with  0*2  last  year. 
Under  this  heading  the  difference  in  excess  (0*9),  between  the 
death  rates  of  this  year  and  of  last  year  is  accounted  for  to  the 
extent  of  one  third  (0*3). 

MEASURES  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.  In  the  following 
table  the  cases  notified  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  are  given. 

TABLE  VI. 
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Since  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  came  into 
force,  on  March  1st,  1890,  the  numbers  of  cases  notified  of 
each  disease  per  1000  of  the  population,  that  is  to  say,  the 
attack-rates  are  given  for  each  year  in  the  following  table  : — 


TABLE  VII. 


Disease. 

1890 

10 

months 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox  ... 

003 

1 15 

279 

0T7 

Scarlatina... 

6 71 

362 

690 

537 

266 

453 

7-48 

Diphtheria  .. 

1 61 

046 

0-58 

041 

0 50 

071 

241 

Membranous  Croup 

006 

003 

008 

007 

Typhus  Fever 

Typhoid  ,, 

0-64 

063 

0T4 

027 

047 

068 

061 

Continued  ,, 

Relapsing  ,, 

Puerperal 

003 

005 

0T0 

Oil 

005 

Cholera 

Erysipelas... 

026 

024 

063 

055 

071 

0-58 

089 

Totals 

925 

501 

8-28 

7 83 

723 

686 

11  52 

When  this  table  is  compared  with  table  V.  it  is  seen  that 
Scarlatina  in  1896  caused  only  one  death  in  every  38  cases 
notified,  whereas  in  1895  one  death  occurred  in  every 
22  cases.  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  caused  25 
deaths  in  100  notified  cases,  or  1 in  every  4 cases.  One  case 
of  Membranous  Croup  which  died  at  the  end  of  last  year 
was  notified  on  the  first  day  of  this  year. 

Of  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  one  death  occurred  in 
every  8*3  cases  notified.  One  death  occurred  in  the  two 
cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified. 
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General  Procedure.  -As  soon  as  possible  after  notifica- 
tion of  an  infectious  disease  is  obtained  the  infected  premises 
are  visited  and  examined,  and  any  sanitary  defects  are  noted. 
An  inquiry  is  made  as  to  the  population  residing  on  the 
premises  ; their  food  supply,  water  supply,  laundress,  the 
schools  attended  by  the  children,  the  means  of  isolation 
available  and  the  origin  of  the  infection.  These  particulars 
are  registered  by  the  Medical  Officer.  After  the  patients 
have  been  removed  to  the  Hospital,  or  have  recovered  at 
home,  the  infected  rooms  are  fumigated  with  sulphur,  and 
the  infected  bedding  and  clothes  are  disinfected.  In  the 
mean-time  notice  has  been  given  to  the  schools  attended,  of 
the  existence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  infected  houses,  so 
that  children  residing  at  these  houses  may  be  kept  away  from 
school  until  all  danger  of  spreading  disease  is  past.  The 
attention  of  the  owners  of  houses  is  called  to  any  sanitary 
defect  in  the  usual  way.  The  premises  are  further  visited 
from  time  to  time  as  deemed  necessary.  During  the  past 
year  1525  visits  were  thus  paid,  287  notices  were  sent  to 
schools,  314  houses  or  parts  of  houses  were  fumigated,  283 
houses  were  stripped  and  lime-washed,  255  lots  of  bedding, 
etc.,  comprising  2973  articles  were  disinfected  by  heat  at  the 
Aston  disinfecting  station. 

Procedure  in  Special  Cases. 

Measles. — This  disease  is  not  notifiable  in  this  district, 
but  the  School  Board  attendance  officers,  by  order  of  their 
Board,  notify  weekly  any  cases  of  infectious  disease  which 
they  may  find.  Towards  the  end  of  1895  Measles  was 
prevalent  in  the  district,  but  apparently  abated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Mr.  Hodges,  our  inspector  of 
nuisances,  wrote  to  me  as  follows,  “ during  the  last  week  in 
January,  1896,  an  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  among  the 
children  attending  St.  James’  Schools,  Brewery  Street.  On 
February  3rd  and  4th,  over  50  cases  were  investigated,  and  on 
visiting  the  schools  on  February  5th,  I learned  that  there 
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were  70  boys,  61  girls,  and  80  infants,  making  a total  of  21 1 
children,  absent  on  account  of  the  disease  being  present  in 
their  homes.  The  number  of  absentees  was  increased  to  250 
on  February  6th,  the  average  attendance  at  the  school  being 
580.  It  was  then  determined  to  close  all  departments  of  the 
school  for  three  weeks  from  February  7th.  When  the 
schools  were  re-opened  there  was  a full  average  attendance  ; 
the  disease  appeared  to  have  died  out  during  the  time  the 
schools  wrere  closed,  very  few  cases  having  been  reported 
since  then.”  Since  I took  up  office  at  the  end  of  March,  1896, 
there  have  been  few  cases  of  Measles. 

Rubella,  popularly  known  as  German  Measles. — Several 
cases  of  this  disease  have  come  under  my  notice.  As  a rule 
it  causes  no  serious  illness.  Its  importance  consists  in  the 
difficulty  with  which  it  is  distinguished  from  mild  cases  of 
Scarlatina. 

Smallpox. — Provision  is  made  for  the  isolation  of  cases 
in  the  Infection  Hospital  of  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation. 
No  cases  were  notified  in  1896. 

The  following  returns  are  furnished  by  the  Vaccination 
Officer  and  relate  to  the  whole  Parish  of  Handsworth  for  the 
years  ending  June  30th,  1894,  1895,  and  1896  respectively 


Births 

registered 

Successfully 

vaccinated 

Insusceptible  Had 

Smallpox 

Died 

un  vaccinated 

1894 

976 

716 

12 

0 

77 

1895 

1072 

684 

13 

0 

83 

1896 

1046 

561 

7 

0 

97 

Postponed  ] 

Removed  to  other 
district— traced 

Removed 

unknown 

Defaulters 

Re-vaccinated 

1894 

42 

18 

68 

43 

361 

1895 

57 

4 

10 

221 

18 

1896 

47 

0 

0 

339 

(?) 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  responsible  for  the  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  u defaulters,”  will  reconsider  the 
subject  of  vaccination,  and  will  submit  themselves  and  their 
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children  to  vaccination  and  re* vaccination,  so  that  they  may 
be  preserved  from  the  risk  of  disfigurement,  maiming  and 
death  involved  in  an  attack  of  Small-pox, 

The  Royal  Commission  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
subject  of  Vaccination  on  May  29th,  1889,  issued  its  final 
report  in  August,  1896,  eleven  commissioners  signing  the 
report  and  two  dissenting,  On  page  99  they  state  concerning 
Vaccination  and  Smallpox.  u We  think  :■ — 

(1)  That  it  diminishes  the  liability  to  be  attacked  by  the  disease. 

(2)  That  it  modifies  the  character  of  the  disease  and  renders  it 

(a)  less  fatal,  and  (b)  of  a milder  or  less  severe  type. 

(3)  That  the  protection  it  affords  against  attacks  of  the  disease  is 

greatest  during  the  years  immediately  succeeding  the 
operation  of  vaccination.  It  is  impossible  to  fix  with 
precision  the  length  of  this  period  of  highest  protection. 
Though  not  in  all  cases  the  same,  if  a period  is  to  be  fixed, 
it  might,  we  think,  fairly  be  said  to  cover  in  general  a 
period  of  nine  or  ten  years. 

(4)  That  after  the  lapse  of  the  period  of  highest  protective 

potency,  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  to  protect  against 
attack  rapidly  diminishes,  but  that  it  is  still  considerable  in 
the  next  quinquennium  and  possibly  never  altogether 
ceases. 

(5)  That  the  power  to  modify  the  character  of  the  disease  is  also 

greatest  in  the  period  in  which  its  power  to  protect  from 
attack  is  greatest,  but  that  its  power  thus  to  modify  the 
disease  does  not  diminish  as  rapidly  as  its  protective 
influence  against  attacks,  and  its  efficacy  during  the  later 
periods  of  life  to  modify  the  disease  is  still  very  consider- 
able. 

(6)  That  re-vaccination  restores  the  protection  which  lapse  of 

time  has  diminished,  but  the  evidence  shows  that  this 
protection  again  diminishes,  and  that  to  ensure  the  highest 
degree  of  protection  which  vaccination  can  give,  the  oper- 
ation should  be  at  intervals  repeated. 
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( 7 ) That  the  beneficial  effects  of  vaccination  are  most 
experienced  by  those  in  whose  case  it  has  been  most 
thorough.  We  think  it  may  fairly  be  concluded  that 
where  the  vaccine  matter  is  inserted  in  three  or  four  places, 
it  is  more  effectual  than  when  introduced  into  one  or  two 
places  only — and  that  if  the  vaccination  marks  are  of  an 
area  of  half  a square  inch,  they  indicate  a better  state  of 
protection  than  if  their  area  be  at  all  considerably  below 
this.” 

In  paragraph  434  they  state. — “ A careful  examination  of 
the  facts  which  have  been  brought  under  our  notice  has 
enabled  us  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that,  although  some  of 
the  dangers  said  to  attend  vaccination  are  undoubtedly  real, 
and  not  inconsiderable  in  gross  amount,  yet  when  considered 
in  relation  to  the  extent  of  vaccination  work  done  they  are 
insignificant.  There  is  reason  further  to  believe  that  they  are 
diminishing  under  the  better  precautions  of  the  present  day, 
and  with  the  addition  of  the  further  precautions  which 
experience  suggests  will  do  so  still  more  in  the  future.” 

Scarlatina. — Provision  is  made  for  the  isolation  of  these 
cases  at  the  West  Bromwich  Infectious  Hospital.  Of  the  304 
cases  notified  182  were  isolated  in  the  Hospital.  The  cases 
occurred  in  224  houses. 


In  2 instances  6 cases  occurred  in  one  house. 


n 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 


1 

2 

8 

34 

187 


ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 


M 


11  1U  11 

11  11  11 

11  11  11 

11  11  11 

1 ) 11  11 


Of  the  cases  notified  1 was  under  1 year  old  ; 7 from  1 — 2 
years;  17  from  2 — 3 years  ; 25  from  3 — 4 years  ; 23  from  4 — 5 
years  ; 180  from  5 — 15  years  ; 37  from  15 — 25  years  ; 10  from 
25 — 35  years  ; 2 from  35  to  45  years  ; and  2 from  45 — 55 
years.  Of  the  7 cases  between  1 and  2 years  old,  one  died 
(14  3 per  cent.);  of  the  17  cases  between  2 and  3 years  old  2 
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died  (11*8  per  cent.)  ; of  the  180  cases  between  5 and  15  years 
4 died  (2-2  per  cent.)  ; of  the  37  between  15  and  25  years  1 
died  (2*7  per  cent.).  As  is  usually  the  case  the  disease  was 
much  severer  in  the  younger  than  in  the  older  children. 

The  evidence  points  to  the  infection  being  carried  from 
person  to  person.  In  many  cases  however,  the  origin  of  the 
infection  could  not  be  discovered  after  the  most  careful  search. 
In  three  instances  undoubted  cases  of  scarlatina  were  discov- 
ered, almost  by  accident,  in  persons  who  had  not  been  under 
medical  treatment.  No  doubt  there  were  many  other 
unnotitied  cases,  we  need  not  therefore  be  surprised  to 
meet  with  cases  in  which  the  origin  of  the  disease  could  not 
be  found,  seeing  that  the  germs  of  the  disease  were  widely 
spread  in  the  district.  In  several  localities  where  cases 
occurred  in  excess  of  the  average  there  were  well-founded 
complaints  of  offensive  smells  proceeding  from  the  street 
gullies  and  sewer  man-holes. 

Diphtheria.  No  provision  is  made  for  isolating  these 
cases.  Four  cases  were  treated  in  the  Children’s  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  and  two  died.  The  98  cases  occurred  in  80 
houses.  Two  houses  had  four  cases  each,  one  had  3 cases, 
10  had  2,  and  67  had  single  cases.  Of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  Membranous  Croup  25  were  under  5 years  old  and  15 
(60  per  cent.)  died,  and  75  were  over  5 years  old,  with  10 
deaths  ( 13*3  per  cent.)  In  28  of  the  houses  examined,  no 
sanitary  defects  were  noticed,  but  in  4 of  these  cases 
complaints  were  made  of  offensive  smells  from  the  street 
gullies  and  sewer  man-holes.  In  the  other  houses,  one,  or 
more,  of  the  following  sanitary  defects  was  noticed.  Eight 
houses  were  of  the  “back  to  back”  type  ; in  one  of  these, 
four  cases  occurred  with  two  deaths  ; in  another,  two  cases 
occurred  ; in  each  of  the  remaining  six  houses,  one  case 
occurred,  three  in  all  being  fatal.  In  5 cases  the  houses  were 
very  damp  ; in  6 cases  the  yards  were  lilthy  from  poultry 
being  kept  ; in  23  cases  there  were  wet  and  offensive  privies 
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near  the  houses  ; in  5 cases  the  drains  were  not  trapped  ; in 
5 cases  the  traps  (lip  traps  or  D traps)  were  defective  ; in  2 
cases  the  soil  pipe  was  defective  ; in  2 cases  the  top  of  the 
ventilating  shaft  of  the  soil  pipe  opened  close  to  the  window 
of  the  bedroom  occupied  by  the  persons  affected  ; and  in  one 
case  the  well  water  used  was  fouled  by  sewage.  In  two 
separate  cases  the  disease  appeared  in  children  who  had  been 
watching  workmen  employed  in  opening  foul  drains.  Two 
of  the  cases  were  imported.  Many  of  the  cases  reported 
were  exceedingly  mild,  so  that  it  was  a matter  of  the  greatest 
difficulty  to  keep  the  patient  isolated,  and  in  many  cases  no 
isolation  was  attempted.  Our  experience  this  year,  25  deaths 
from  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  will  I hope  lead  all 
concerned  to  strive  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection. 
It  is  but  sorry  consolation  to  learn  that  our  neighbours  have 
suffered  equally  with  ourselves.  One  great  difficulty  in 
attacking  this  great  and  growing  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in 
Urban  Districts  is  due  to  the  impossibility  of  recognising 
doubtful  cases  without  bacteriological  aid.  With  your 
assistance  I hope  to  overcome  this  difficulty  in  the  near 
future,  so  that  medical  practitioners  may  in  any  doubtful  case 
have  the  question  decided  within  24  hours. 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever. — There  were  notified  25  cases 
of  which  3 were  cases  in  which  the  disease  was  contracted 
elsewhere  and  the  sick  were  brought  home  to  be  nursed.  In 
the  remainder  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  was  found 
to  be  good  in  10  cases  ; in  3 cases  the  drains  were  untrapped  ; 
in  5 cases  there  were  foul  and  offensive  privies  ; in  one  case 
complaints  were  made  of  offensive  smells  from  the  road 
gullies  and  man-holes  ; in  another  the  soil  pipe  ventilating 
shaft  delivered  foul  odours  into  a bed-room  ; and  in  one  case 
there  were  bad  smells  in  the  cellar  in  which  formerly  there 
had  been  a cess-pool.  Two  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  the 
General  Hospital,  and  one  was  found  not  to  be  a case  of 
Typhoid  Fever. 
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Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  two  cases  in  apparently 
healthy  houses.  No  origin  was  made  out. 

Erysipelas. — The  36  cases  occurred  in  35  houses 
scattered  over  the  district. 

I should  strongly  advise  your  Council  to  adopt  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act  of  1890.  The  main 
reason  is  that  disinfection  can  be  enforced  within  24  hours, 
whereas  at  present  in  some  cases  the  process  might  be 
delayed  for  a month  or  six  weeks. 

Appended  are  two  circulars,  one  of  suggestions  to  head 
teachers  of  schools,  and  one  to  medical  practitioners, 
intended  to  accompany  the  disinfection  notice. 

OTHER  SANITARY  WORK. 

Your  Council  last  year  adopted  part  III  of  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act  of  1890.  New  bye-laws 
with  respect  to  streets  and  new  buildings,  under  this 
and  the  principal  act,  are  in  active  preparation.  During  the 
year  3583  inspections  and  observations  were  made  for  the 
discovery  and  abatement  of  nuisances  within  the  district,  645 
formal  notices  were  sent  out  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances, 
and  were  in  616  cases  followed  by  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisances,  leaving  29  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  shows  an  increase  in  the  year  of  517  inspections,  &c.,  71 
notices,  and  of  64  nuisances  abated,  as  compared  with  the 
ligures  for  1895. 

Final  notices  to  the  number  of  86  were  sent  out. 

No  summonses  were  taken  out  during  the  year,  the 
whole  of  the  work  being  executed  in  a satisfactory  manner 
without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

In  214  cases,  privies  and  middens  were  converted  into 
water-closets  and  dry  ashpits  or  receptacles  after  notice  had 
been  served  on  the  owners,  in  addition  to  many  which  were 
converted  without  notice  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hodges. 
An  increase  of  71  as  compared  with  the  year  1895. 
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Slaughter-houses. — The  12  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district  have  been  inspected  on  185  occasions.  In  6 cases 
notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances.  No  seizures  of 
diseased  meat  were  made. 

Bakehouses. — The  34  bakehouses  registered  in  the 
district  were  inspected  on  115  occasions  and  in  5 cases  notices 
to  cleanse  and  limewash  were  served.  By  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  1895,  all  bakehouses  come  under  the  regula- 
tions of  Sec.  15  of  the  Act  of  1883,  and  no  more  cellar 
bakehouses  are  allowed. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — The  premises  of  29  registered 
cowkeepers  have  been  inspected  on  63  occasions,  and  in  4 
cases  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  served. 

The  premises  of  the  63  milkshops  and  dairies  on  the 
register  were  inspected  on  135  occasions  and  found  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 

Workrooms  and  Workshops. — The  84  workrooms  and 
workshops  in  the  district  were  visited  on  134  occasions.  In 

7 cases  notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  were  served,  and  in 

8 cases  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  given.  In  two  cases 
workrooms  were  found  to  be  very  much  overcrowded,  and 
steps  were  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

Unwholesome  Food. — One  case  came  under  observation. 
In  November  Mr.  Hodges  seized  10  rabbits  which  were 
in  a putrid  condition  and  were  exposed  for  sale  in  a shop 
window.  The  owner  was  summoned  before  the  Magistrates 
and  fined  £2  with  £3  Os.  6d.  costs. 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  5728  applications  for 
emptying  ashpits  were  received  and  handed  on  to  the 
Surveyor  who  reports  that  8978  dry  ashpits  and  7668  privy 
middens  were  emptied  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  a few 
which  were  emptied  by  the  contractor  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year. 
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Water  Supply. — There  still  remain  a number  of  wells 
in  the  district.  In  one  case  the  County  Analyst  examined 
and  condemned  a sample.  I have  analysed  eleven  samples 
and  condemned  two. 

The  Surveyor  reports  : — 

“ During  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1896,  123  building  plans  and  2 street  plans  were  submitted,  of 
which  117  building  plans  and  2 street  plans  were  approved 
representing  639  houses  and  shops,  1 schoolroom,  2 factories, 
2 streets  and  37  alterations  and  additions. 

“The  length  of  the  new  streets  for  which  plans  were 
approved,  being  3221  feet. 

“Showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  during  which  118  building  plans  and  1 street  plan  were 
submitted,  of  which  113  building  plans  and  1 street  plan  were 
approved,  representing  324  houses  and  shops,  2 schools, 
1 church,  and  42  alterations  and  additions.” 
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DEATHS  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 
AT  VARIOUS  GROUPS  OF  AGES. 

TABLE  VIII. 


Causes  of  Death. 

0 to  1 

year 

1 to  ft 

years 

~ 5 to  15 

years 

15  to  25 

years 

25  to  35 

years 

35  to  45 

years 

45  to  55 

years 

55  to  65 

years 

65  to  75 

years 

75 

upwards 

3 

o 

* Eh 

I. — Zymotic  Diseases 

Measles  

2 

3 

5 

Scarlatina 

3 

4 

l 

8 

Diphtheria  ... 

14 

7 

2 

1 

24 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

7 

7 

14 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

i 

1 

3 

Influenza 

i 

1 

Diarrhoea 

23 

2 

1 

1 

27 

Syphilis  

2 

1 

3 

Septicaemia 

i 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

i 

1 

II.— Parasitic  Diseases 

Thrush  

2 

1 

3 

III. — Dietic  Diseases 

Chronic  Alcoholism 

i 

1 

1 

1 

4 | 

iIV.— Constitutional  Diseases 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

1 

i 

Chronic  Rheumatism 

i 

1 

2 1 

Gout  ... 

i 

1 | 

Rickets  

1 

i 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

2 

10 

io 

2 

26 

Tabes  Mesenterica  ... 

i 

i 

2 1 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ) 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Acute  Hydrocephalus  i 

Phthisis 

1 

2 

6 

9 

10 

5 

3 

3 

39 

) Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

i 

1 

1 

3 

1 Haemorrhagic  Diathesis  

i 

Ansemia 

1 

i 

2 

Diabetes  

i 

i 

1 

3 

V. — Developemental  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

29 

29 

Atelectasis,  Cyanosis  

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

Old  Age  

1 

3 

19 

23 

VI.— Local  Diseases 

i.  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System 

j Meningitis,  Cerebritis 

5 

4 

2 

2 

i 

14 

Apoplexy,  Paralysis 

1 

1 

5 

4 

14 

6 

31 

E pilepsy  

1 

1 

Convulsions  ... 

7 

i 

8 

Insanity,  General  Paralysis  \ 

j 

2 

3 

of  the  Insane  / 

Paraplegia,  1 flsease  of  Spinal  Cord 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

i 

1 

2 

i iii.  Disease  of  the  Circulatory  System 

Endocarditis 

1 

1 

Valvular  Disease  . 

i 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Syncope  ...  

i 

3 

7 

11 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Heart 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

10 

24 



Total  carried  forward... 

88 

d 

23 

13 

13 

1 

25 

22 

31 

43 

47 

349 

DEATHS  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 
AT  VARIOUS  GROUPS  OF  AGES. — Continued. 
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Brought  forward 

88 

44 

23 

13 

13 

25 

22 

31 

43 

47 

349 

iv  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Croup 

Emphysema- Asthma 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

13 

2 

1 

3 

6 

3 

28 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

11 

2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

3 

4 

1 

41 

Pleurisy  [System 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 

v.  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System 

Sore  Throat,  Quinsy 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach  ... 

1 

\ 

1 

3 

•j 

7 

Obstruction  of  the  Intestine 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Enteritis 

19 

2 

i 

22 

Peritonitis  

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  [System 

2 

1 

l 

1 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Digestive 
vi.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  and 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Ductless  Glands 

Disease  of  the  Lymphatic  System 

1 

1 

Addison’s  Disease  ... 
vii.  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria  ... 

2 

2 

1 

3 

8 

Uraemia 

i 

1 

Diseases  of  Bladder  and  Prostate 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  Urinary  System 
viii.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

1 

1 

Disease  of  Male  Organs  ... 

1 

1 

Accidents  of  Child-birth  ... 
ix.  Disease  of  the  Locomotor  System 

1 

i 

2 

Caries,  Necrosis 

i 

1 

Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis 

VII. — Violence 

i 

1 

i.  Accident  or  Negligence 

Fractures,  Contusions 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Drowning 

i 

1 

2 

Suffocation  ... 

ii.  Homicide 

iii.  Suicide 

3 

i 

4 

Gunshot  Wounds  ... 

Cut,  Stab  

1 

i 

1 

i 

? 

1 

Hanging 

VIII. — Ill-Defined  and  Not 

i 

i 

I 2 

Specified  Causes 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 
Sudden  Death  (cause  not  ascert’d) 

9 

3 

12 

Found  Dead  in  Bed... 

2 

2 

Other  Ill-defined  causes  ... 

8 

i 

2 

1 

2 

2 

16 

Total 

153  67 

28 

23 

20 

j43 

34 

49 

7! 

55 

543 

26 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  FOREGOING. 


Showing  mortality  at  Different  ages,  and  from  Different 
classes  of  disease,  compared  with  rates  for  5 years,  1891-5. 

TABLE  IX. 


Totals 

Bate  per  1000 

1896 

1891-5 

Births 

1053 

25-9 

25-2 

Deaths  

543 

134 

12-6 

Deaths  under  one  year  ... 

153 

Over  one  and  under  five 

67 

Over  sixty- five  ...  

126 

All  Zymotic  diseases 

88 

2*2 

1*6 

Tubercular  diseases 

52 

1-3 

11 

Diseases  of  Lungs  

71 

1-7 

24 

Heart  diseases  

42 

1-0 

0-8 

Cancer 

26 

06 

0 6 

Injuries 

21 

05 

0-2 

From  all  other  causes  ... 

243 

59 

5 9 

A TABLE  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  1896.  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Handsworth,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities;  showing 

also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 

table  x. 


Population 

Registered  Births. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ag 

es. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

1 

"7  ~ 

| 

1 

.5 

At  all  ages. 

Under  I year. 

1 year  and 

I under  5.  | 

5 years  and 

| under  15. 

15  years  and 

under  25. 

| 25  years  and 

| under  65. 

65  years  and 

J upwards. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Fevers 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Rheumatic  | 

Fever. 

1 

s 

Bronchitis,  I 

Pneumonia,  ! 

and  Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease 

Injuries. 

All  other  1 

Diseases.  j 

Total. 

Xamrs  or  I.ooautiks  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics;  Public 

1 Institutions  being  shown  as  separate 
Localities. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid 

Continued.  | 



Relapsing. 

i 

£ 

HAXDSWORTH  

3-2756 

40600 

565 

4S8 

1053 

264 

255 

519 

152 

66 

20 

24 

141 

116 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

i 

14 

8 

i 

1 

2 

i 

5 

14 

25 

6 

1 

37 

32 

36 

i 

14 

115 

156 

1 

218 

301 

Deaths  occurring  outside  the  District  among  persons  belonging  thereto \ 
which  may  he  added  to  the  above  in  estimating  the  rate  of  mortality.  | 

13 

« | 

27 

1 

1 

I 

0 

7 

10 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

1 

4 

2 

; 

1 

1 

3 

1 

12 

25 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  District  among  persons  not  belonging '| 
thereto  which  may  be  deducted  from  the  above  totals  in  estimating  - 
the  rate  of  mortality 1 

3 

• 

1 

2 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

] 

...  | ... 

3 

3 

(B).  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1896,  enumerating  the 
Number  of  Houses  Infected,  the  Total  Number  of  Deaths,  also  the  number  of  Cases  Treated,  and  the  Deaths  that  occurred  in  Infectious  Hospitals. 


TABLE  XI. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances’  Department  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Urban 
Sanitary  District  of  Handsworth. 

TABLE  XII. 


Inspections  and 

Observations 

made. 

Formal  N otices 

by  Authority. 

Nuisances 

Abated  after 

Notice. 

fFoul  Conditions 

138 

21 

20 

Dwelling-houses  | Structural  Defects 

190 

28 

27 

and  Schools  1 Overcrowding  ... 

32 

5 

5 

V. Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

Lodging-houses  ■■ 

Dairies  and  Milkshops...  

135 

Cowsheds  ...  

67 

4 

4 

Bakehouses 

115 

5 

5 

Slaughter-houses  

185 

6 

5 

Canal  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies  

848 

144 

133 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

203 

40 

40 

Water  Closets  ... 

192 

64 

61 

I Defective  Traps  

421 

87 

80 

House  Drainage  -!  No  Disconnection 

172 

41 

38 

(Other  Faults  ... 

541 

119 

119 

Water  Supply  ... 

22 

5 

5 

Pigsties  ... 

Animals  improperly  kept  

195 

43 

43 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

22 

4 

3 

Other  Nuisances  ...  

105 

29 

28 

Totals 

3583 

645 

616 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Found  adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Lots  of  infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  

Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things  ... 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 


Nos. 

1 


255 

314 


ALBERT  HODGES,  Assoc: 


San  : Inst 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AS  REPORTED 

IN  EACH  STREET. 

TABLE  XIII. 


Street. 

Small- 

pox. 

Scarla- 

tina. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Mem- 

branous 

Croup. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerper- 
al Fever. 

Erysi- 

pelas. 

Albert  Road 

16 

3 

2 

1 

Albert  Street 

2 

Alfred  Street 

2 

Aince  Street 

1 

Antrobus  Road  ... 

3 

i 

Arch  bald  Road  ... 

2 

Aston  Lane 

5 

"4 

i 

... 

i 

Baker  Street 

6 

Barn  Lane  . . 

1 

Barrel  Lane 

2 

4 

Birchfield  Road  ... 

9 

1 

... 

Booth  Street 

11 

1 

... 

i 

2 

Boulton  Road 

S 

6 

Brearley  Street  ... 

2 

! 1 

Brewery  Street  ... 

4 

3 

i 

2 

Chapel  Street 

7 

1 

... 

1 

Church  Kill  Road... 

9 

... 

Church  Lane 

1 

. . . 

Church  Yale 

3 

... 

1 

Claremont  Road  ... 

1 

"l 

College  Road 

1 

2 

Cornwall  Road 

2 

Crocketts’  Road 

2 

2 

’l  , 

i 

Crompton  Road  .. 

4 

1 

Dawson  Road 

1 

5 

Devonshire  Road... 

1 

Douglas  Road 

2 

1 

1 

Dunsink  Road 

1 

2 

1 

Fentham  Road 

1 

i 

1 

Finch  Road 

1 

3 

Florence  Road 

2 

Frances  Road 

1 

1 

Franchise  Street  . 

9 

i 

1 

Friary  Road 

1 

Gordon  Road 

1 

1 

1 

| Green  Lane 

1 

Grosvenor  Road 

i 

Grove  Hill  Road  ... 

i 

Grove  Lane 

4 

2 

Hall  Road 

6 

i 

j Hampton  Road 

\ 

1 

1 

Hamstead  Road  ... 

4 

1 

Havelock  Road  ... 

1 

Heathfield  Road  . . . 

8 

i 

1 

2 

Holdford  Road 

12 

2 

1 

Holly  Road 

1 

... 

Holyhead  Road 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Hunter’s  Road  ... 

6 

1 

... 

1 

— 

Total  carried  forward 

1 

180 

l 

50 

2 

15 

1 

22 

29 


TABLE  XIII. — Continued. 


Street 

Small 

pox. 

Scarla- 

tina. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Mem- 

branous 

Croup. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerper- 
al Fever. 

Erysi- 

pelas. 

i 

Brought  forward  i 

180 

50 

2 

15 

1 

22 

John  Road... 

2 

1 

Junction  Road 

... 

1 

Leonard  Road 

8 

3 

1 

1 

Lin  wood  Road 

4 

1 

i 

Milestone  Lane  ... 

1 

Murdock  Road  ... 

... 

5 

2 

Naden  Road 

2 

1 

New  Inn  Road 

2 

Nineveh  Road 

2 

i 

Ox  Hill  Road 

i 

Park  Avenue 

l 

Payton  Road 

i 

i 

Putney  Road 

1 

Queen’s  Head  Road 

i 

1 

i 

Richmond  Road  .. 

l 

Robert  Road 

1 

Roland  Road 

3 

i 

"i 

Rookery  Road 

13 

5 

St.  Peter’s  Road  ... 

3 

Salisbury  Road 

1 

Slack  Lane 

4 

Slade  Lane 

::: 

• • 

1 

Soho  Hill 

2 

1 

... 

Soho  Road... 

3 

2 

1 

Somerset  Road  ... 

5 

6 

... 

South  Road 

! 

i 

Stamford  Road  ... 

5 

i 

Station  Road 

2 

Sycamore  Road  ... 

4 

i 

Terrace  Road 

2 

2 

2 

Thornhill  Road 

3 

l 

Trinity  Road 

1 

2 

Victoria  Road 

i 

Villa  Road 

6 

i 

Watt  Street 

3 

... 

1 

Wattville  Road 

5 

1 

i 

Waverhill  Road  ... 

1 

Welford  Road 

1 

Well  Head  Lane  ... 

3 

Wellington  Road 

10 

5 

1 

Westminster  Road 

3 

4 

l 

Weston  Road 

1 

::: 

WhateleyRoad  ... 

9 

2 

... 

Wilson  Road 

... 

i 

3 

Witton  Road 

1 

i 

Wood  Lane 

2 

Wretham  Road  ... 

2 

1 

... 

Totals 

304 

98 

3 

1 

25 

2 

36 

| 
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APPENDIX  No.  I. 

Suggestions  to  Head  Teachers  of  Public  Elementary,  and 

other  Schools  in  Handsworth,  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Small-pox. — When  Small-pox  is  prevalent  in  the  district,  children 
who  have  spots  or  scabs  on  the  face  or  hands  should  be  excluded  from 
school  unless  provided  with  a medical  certificate  that  he  or  she  is  free 
from  infection. 

To  ensure  freedom  from  infection  with  Small-pox,  children  vaccinated 
in  infancy  should  be  vaccinated  again  when  ten  or  twelve  years  old. 

Scarlet  Fever. — A child  suddenly  seized  with  vomiting,  followed 
one  day  later  by  sore  throat  and  rash,  has  probably  got  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Teacher  should  exclude  any  child  who  is  suddenly  attacked  with 
vomiting,  and  is  feverish.  The  feverishness  may  be  known  by  the  teacher 
placing  his  hand  on  the  child’s  forehead  after  Previously  testing  the 
foreheads  of  other  children  for  comparison.  In  about  a week  the  skin 
begins  to  peel  off  the  ears  and  neck,  and  later,  off  the  fingers  ; children  in 
this  stage  should  be  excluded. 

The  child  remains  infectious  for  a long  period,  and  in  no  case  should 
be  allowed  to  return  to  school,  even  with  a medical  certificate  as  to 
freedom  from  infection,  for  a period  of  Eight  Weeks.  If  the  child  has 
been  removed  to  hospital,  other  members  of  the  family  may  return  to 
school  in  fourteen  days  from  the  date  of  removal,  provided  that  the  house 
and  clothing  have  been  disinfected. 

Measles. — This  disease  begins  with  running  at  the  eyes  and  nose, 
and  is  followed  on  the  fourth  day  by  the  rash.  It  is  very  infectious  from 
the  beginning  so  that  if  one  case  has  occurred  in  a school,  teachers  should 
exclude  from  school  any  child  who  has  running  at  the  eyes  and  nose,  with 
or  without  a hoarse  cough. 

In  Measles  the  child  should  be  excluded  from  school  for  a month. 
Children  from  infected  houses  should  be  excluded. 

Diphtheria. — This  dangerous  disease  is  often  spread  by  mild  cases 
which  may  appear  to  be  simple,  and  not  severe  attacks  of  sore  throat. 
Every  such  case  should  therefore  be  excluded  until  the  opinion  of  a 
medical  man  is  obtained. 
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APPENDIX  No.  II. 

Urban  District  of  Handsworth. 

Council  House,  Handsworth. 

189 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  please  fill  up  the  enclosed  form  when  you 
consider  the  patient  at 
free  from  infection. 

It  would  be  well  to  defer  filling  up  the  certificate  in  Diphtheria  until 
fourteen  days  have  elapsed  since  the  disappearance  of  the  membrane,  and 
in  Scarlatina  until  at  least  six  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  onset  of  the 
disease. 

If  you  adopt  this  suggestion,  I think  it  will  tend  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  these  two  diseases  and  uniformity  of  procedure  will  be  brought  about. 

Yours  faithfully, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


